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BOOK OF THE WEEK. 

MY OWN STORY.* 
This rcm:irliable autobiography, written by the 

cs-Crown Princess of Sasony, is extremely inte- 
resting from many points of view, but chiefly for 
the many intimate pictures of inoclern Court lifc. 
Thu royal writer gives as her reason for publish- 
ing this volunie- 
“ That as my sons :ire nom approaching an age 

mhcn the mendacious assertions in question inay 
be communicatcd to them, it is iny duty, as thcir 
mother, to make public tlie actual reasons which 
lcd to my Iraving Dresden and to my ultiinite 
banishiiient from Sasony.” Also, ‘ I  that I ani 
desirous that future historians of the Houses of 
Saxony and Habsburg should not perpetuate errors 
through lack of contradiction on my part.” 

The events to which shc refers were too 
thoroughly discussed in the’ Press to need any 
coniiiient here. 

By her own showing she was a troublesome 
child. On oiic occasion for a punishment she was 
deprived of her swimming lesson. She dircd, fully 
dressed, from a boat on tlie lake. “When I 
reached my bedroom I had an cscessircly un- 
plcasnnt interview withi nianinia. She loolied at me 
in astonishment, :ind whcn shr  found words she 
said : ‘ Only onc thing is possible, Louisa, and that 
is to send for thc doctors a t  once, for you must 
certainly be mad.’ ” 

Hcr betroth;il to Prince l~rcdci-irli-.\uffust is 
described in the folloning words : 
“ Mamma insistcd on my clonning a vcry b(.- 

coming gown to cclebratr lily formd betrothnl, so 
I awaited the Prince’s arrival in :i pale blue silk 
dress. I felt nervous and escitcil as I realised that 
I had now crossed the Rubicon, and I liept 011 @ 

repeating to myself, ‘ I sL~oritlcr, I worr t lcr  if I shall 

I ‘  \\’hc.n I’rince Frcilcrick-.\ugust.l~Llst was shown into 
the d o n  whcrc we rvcrc :isscniblcd, I forgot my 
own Iicart-scarching in pity for his nc‘rwusnrss. 
Ifc 1v.a~ too distrait to give my parents the kiss 
\vliicIi etiquette ~lemandcd, but advanrcd to\wrils 
nie, b1usliilig furiously, and brsto~vcd :I ~ C T Y ,  ~ ’ r y  
shy kiss on my forchrnd. ” 

&\ft?r 11lIr Iii;lrringcL she rislatcs that : “ I o h i  
jyc-nt illto the lritchpn to sec for niysclf h o ~  ccrtain 

;inxious rn1it.11 \vth ~ : I V P  :I State dinnc.r, I soiiwtimes 
evv~i uscd to go tlown in  nip dinncXr-go\vl.n, rlircctly 
my toilcttr was romplctcd, tu : I ~ ~ L I ~ C  liiysclf that 
all was going on nell.” 

Iironi first to ~;ist  s1ic \vas at issue with 1 ~ 1 -  IiO~ill 
fatlier-in-law, an11 apparciitIy thcrc \WIT faults 011 

both sidcs. In her own words : 
$ 1  lvc Were al\vays biclicring about somrthing. ” 
‘r11c follo\\+ip scc1ic giycs some idca of thc stntc 

be happy.’ 

‘ plats ’ \V[yy pr,q’;“”ll, :In11 a s  I \v:ls :11\vays ovcr- 

of things existing betwen then1 :- 

Sasony. (Evt+igh Nash, London.) 
*BY Louisa of Tuscany, es-Crown Princess of 

“ We faced each other outmardly calm, and he 
said, coining straight to the point : 
“ I t  has beconie annoying and wearisome for 

nic to possess you as a daughter-in-law, Louisa. . . . You have now fulfilled your destiny, which 
\vas to provide princes to continue our line, and so 
I have no further use for you.’ (This was a t  least 
candid.) ‘ But, Louisa, I now tell you what I have 
al~vays thought, and that is that you are mad. ’ ” 

She woulcl seen1 herself to acquiesce in that 
theory, as shc is at some pains to show that she 
sprang from a mentally unstable stock. 

Of the Habsburgs she says :- 
“ They are extraordinary people, brilliant, gjfted, 

fascinating, and reckless, but their sins and indis- 
cretions are not the result of a love of either; they 
ate generally brought about by environment and 
the dire influence of suggestion, and, in iny 
opinion, are only to be looked upon as the unhappy 
and (in their calmer moments) the unwilling 
victims of heredity. ” H. H. 
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READ. 

“ Ilannah AIore : a Biographical Study.” By 
Annctte A l .  B. Rleakin. 

“ Peter and Jzne.” 
“ Ladies Whose Bright Eyes.” By Ford 

By S. RIacnaugliton. 

;\Indos Hucffer. .+. - 
COMING EVENTS..  

Nowizbev mc(.-Nurscs’ Protection Committee. 
hleeting to consider further amendnicnts to the 
National Insurnncc Rill, 431, Osford Strcet, W., 
5 p.111. 

A~ozimzber 3rd .  - Nurses’ AIissionary League 
Lccturc. Uy tlie Rcr. Dugald hlacfadyen, RI.A., 
on “ Christian RIissions and the Xlodern hlind.” 
University Hall, Gordon Square, \V.C., 7.45 p.m. 

Xoacmbcr 71h.-The Infnnts’ IIpspital, Vincent 
Square, S.W. A Course of Lectures on Babies, 
“ ‘The Eacteriology or hlilli,” by Dr. Ralph T’in- 
cent. 3.30 p.111. 

,4roz~~vir h cr  7th.  - S t. I3ar t holoni e\v ’s H o y i  la1 
Nurses’ Lc:ig:ic. Lecture 11 .  : Thc Cathcdrals o f  
I<liglnnd. C,antrrburp, Iiocliester, Chichester. 
hlr, .WII 1YaIl;er. S p.~ii. 

,\‘ozicjlzber 7th.- (;uy’s I iospit:il Nurses’ League. 
I,ry-turta : ’‘ I\Tcw Mcthods of Trcatnient in the 
( ;yI i~~&gic : i I  JYiircIs.” Alr. R. D:ivics-Collcy. 
s Il.Il1. 

t\‘ozyrirbcr Sth .  - Royal Infirninry, Edinburgh. 
L ~ C ~ L I ~ E  : “ Dietetic Customs and Personal Idiosyn- 
crasy. ’) I3y Dr. \V. Russcll. Extra h lurd  Medical 
Theatre. 4.30 p.ni. N I  trained nurses cordially 
invited. 

i\‘ozum ber I I tlr .-General Hospital, Birming- 
ham. Nurses’ League Annual hleeting. State 
Iiegistratioii O F  Nurses. Mrs. Bedford Fenwicli. 

Novenibey 16fh.-Princess Louise (Duchess of 
Argyll) opcns thc ncw Out-patients’ Department, 
Paddington Grceii Children’s Hospital. 

A‘o‘veriz ber 2md.-Irish N urses ’ .\ssociation, 34, 
St. Stephen’s Grrrn, Dublin. Lecture : ‘‘ I<lieu- 
niatisiii,” by Ilr. C. Preston Ball. 
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